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Frequently Questions Asked

What is the purpose of the Third Party Liability Program?
The program is designed to recover from third-party payers the cost of medical care provided to Military Health Care patients in injury situations. Pursuant to Federal law 10 U.S.C. §1095,  Congress requires the military services to collect from any applicable insurance plan or health plan that covers the injury. The most common situations involve automobile insurance and workers’ compensation coverage.

Where is the recovered money deposited?
All monies collected under the program are deposited directly back into the military hospital where it is used to enhance health care services, or back to TRICARE, including TRICARE for life.

Who supervises the program?
Because the program involves injury cases that require a legal analysis, the SJA Claims Office supervises the program.

Why is the injury questionnaire important? 
The form serves two extremely important purposes. First, it is a way to identify new injury cases. Second, it obtains information critical to working a case. For example, in an automobile accident case, the form tells us when and where the accident occurred, what vehicles were involved, and what automobile insurance is available. With that information, we can start recovery action sooner and reduce the time it takes to work a case.

Is the patient required to complete the injury questionnaire?
If the patient is being treated for an injury, the patient must complete the form as completely as possible. 
FEDERAL REGULATIONS REQUIRE PERSONS RECEIVING TREATMENT AT MILITARY TREATMENT FACILITIES TO PROVIDE INFORMATION CONCERNING HOW THE INJURY OCCURRED AND WHETHER A THIRD-PARTY PAYER COVERS THE INJURY.  In non-injury cases, the patient is not required to fill out the injury questionnaire. In all cases, a patient may still be required to complete the health insurance questionnaire.

If the cost of medical care is not recovered, will the patient be billed?
No.  Health Care is a service benefit to soldiers, retirees, and their family members. Unless the injured party recovers or receives money designated for the Government, if we cannot recover from a third-party payer, the case is closed.



What if I am represented by an attorney for a bodily injury claim or lawsuit?
Please provide contact information for your attorney to our office, or have your attorney’s office contact us.  Our office will coordinate with your attorney regarding the Government’s claim and address future correspondence and discussions to the attorney and law firm staff.

Whom do I contact if I have further questions about the Third Party Liability Recovery Program?  Contact the Claims Office at (703) 696-0761 and ask for Affirmative Claims. Completed questionnaires should be returned to:

Office of the Staff Judge Advocate
Joint Forces HQ-NCR/US Army Military District of Washington
ATTN: Claims
204 Lee Ave., Suite B12
Fort Myer, VA  22211-1199


Our phone and fax numbers:

Phone: (703) 696-0761
Fax:     (703) 696-2181
